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Oculist : G.  F.  Haycraft,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : Ernest  A.  Freeman,  F.R.C.S.,  M.B.,  B.S. 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  : W.  L.  Thomas,  F.R.C.S.,  D.L.O. 
Orthopaedic  Masseuse : Miss  F.  M.  Barnes,  C.S.M.M.G. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock 
Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1944. 

It  can  be  said  that  the  health  of  the  people  has  been  well 
maintained  throughout  the  war  period. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
have  increased  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  low  records  for 
both.  Apart  from  a birth  rate  of  21.44  in  I94I 2>  this  year’s  birth  rate 
of  21.38  is  the  highest  since  1928.  It  is  interesting  to  note  in  the 
table  included  in  the  Annual  Report  the  decline  in  both  the  Birth 
Rate  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  during  the  past  fifty  years. 

It  may  appear  that  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  has  not 
improved  in  the  past  50  years,  but  the  average  rate  for  the  ten  years 
1905 — 1914  was  6.25,  while  the  average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years 
was  3.57,  though  this  is  comparatively  high  in  comparison  with 
that  for  the  whole  country.  The  Council  has  recognised  the  need 
for  a Maternity  Home  when,  some  years  ago,  it  approved  in  prin- 
ciple the  provision  of  such  a Home.  In  addition  to  such  a Home, 
the  Council  might  well  consider  a Home  for  ailing  and  debilitated 
children  which  might  be  combined  with  a residential  “open  air” 
nursery  and  open  air  school  for  a combined  district. 

The  health  service  has  been  carried  on  under  difficult  condi- 
tions due  to  shortage  of  staff  during  the  past  few  years.  Only  two 
Health  Visitors  have  been  available  to  do  the  work  of  at  least  four, 
and  they  have  attempted  to  carry  out  the  onerous  work  of  health 
visiting  throughout  the  whole  district  very  conscientiously.  The 
service  is  bound  to  suffer  with  such  shortage  of  staff.  At  the  time 
of  going  to  press  there  was  only  one  full-time  Health  Visitor  on 
the  Staff. 

I would  draw  your  attention  to  the  need  for  new  sites  for 
tipping  and  for  the  extension  of  the  Cannock  sewerage  works,  both 
of  which  are  dealt  with  in  the  report. 

I have  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  for  your 
courtesy  and  help  throughout  the  year,  and  especially  to  the  Chair- 

man and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Mother  and  Child 
Welfare  Committees. 
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I am  grateful  for  the  loyalty  and  assistance  of  my  staff, 
including  Mr.  Turner,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his  staff  and  for 
the  work  they  have  carried  out  under  difficult  circumstances. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  other  Council  Officials  and 
their  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation,  as  well  as  to  the  General 
Practitioners,  District  Nurses,  Midwives,  the  Inspector  of  the 
N.S.P.C.C.,  and  the  voluntary  workers  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

I am,  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  GAPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Area  of  the  district  (excluding  area  covered  by 

water) acres  8,155 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  at  1931  Census  ...  35,3°° 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  to 

middle  of  the  year 38,070 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1945  ^158,591 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ^610 

Nett  Births  814 

Birth  Rate  (live  and  still-births)  per  1,000  of  esti- 
mated population  ...  ..- 21.38 

Nett  Deaths  allocated  to  the  district : — 

Under  one  year  of  age  43 

At  all  ages  392 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  birth)  ...  54.23 

Death  Rate  (at  all  ages)  10.30 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate 

Books)  at  end  of  year  9,510 

Amount  Paid  in  Poor  Law  Relief  : — 

Cannock  District  ^1,978  16  o 

Hednesford  District  ^2,997  1 4 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Unemployment  figures  were  not  available  for  publication. 

The  amount  paid  in  Poor  Law  Relief  shows  an  increase,  but 
from  information  received  it  is  mainly  due  to  payments  made  to 
those  unable  to  work  due  to  some  illness.  Workers  who  were  ill 
for  periods  and  unable  to  support  their  families  from  the  State 
Insurance  had  to  seek  relief.  Others,  such  as  mental  deficients  or 
epileptics,  unable  to  work,  received  relief. 

The  housing  problem  presents  an  acute  situation,  as,  like 
other  districts,  numerous  houses  are  occupied  by  more  than  one 
family.  Few  overcrowded  houses  have  been  reported  to  the  Council 
and  though  notices  have  been  served  to  abate  the  overcrowding, 
difficulties  have  arisen  and  will  arise  still  more  when  those  serving 
their  country  away  from  home  return.  One  hundred  pre-fabricated 
houses  have  been  a'lotted  to  the  area,  but  these  will  hardly  ameliorate 
the  existing  demand. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


The  natural  increase  of  population  shown  as  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  is  489.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population 
for  the  middle  of  the  year  is  more  by  760  than  that  of  the  previous 
year. 


r 

Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births,  legitimate 

758 

425 

333 

Li\e  Births,  illegitimate 

35 

13 

22 

Still  Births,  legitimate 

21 

1 1 

10 

Still  Births,  illegitimate  — 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  (live 

and  still 

births)  

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  (live  births) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  (live  births) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  (still  births) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  (still  births)  ... 


Total  Deaths 


M 

225 


21.38 

20.83 

17.6 

0.50 

0.55 

F 

167 
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Total 

392 


Death  Rate  per  i,ooo  estimated  population 10.30 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 11.6 

Area  Comparability  Factors  have  been  suspended  for  the 
time  being. 

Maternal  Mortality 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  & still  births) 

Deaths  Cannock  Eng.  & Wales 


Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

1.23 

0.59 

Others  4 

4-91 

r-34 

Total  ...  5 

6.14 

i-93 

Infant  Mortality 

Death6 

Cannock 

Eng.  & 

Wales 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

43 

54.22 

46 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
ligitimate  live  births 

42 

55-41 



Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  ... 

1 

28.57 

— 

Deaths  at  all  ages  : — 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population 
Eng.  & 

Cannock  Wales 

Cancer 

64 

1.68 

— 

Measles 

0 

— 

O.OI 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

0.08 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

3 

0.08 

0.02 

Influenza  

3 

0.08 

0.12 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 
age)  per  1,000  live  births 

4 

O.II 

4.8 
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SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

The  Health  Services  functioned  as  in  past  years.  The  old 
ambulance  was  disposed  of,  and  a new  ambulance  was  purchased. 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 

Ante-Natal  Visits  : — 


Primary  - 

<8 

Re-visits  

• 

6 

Primary  visits  to  infants  

751 

Re-visits  to  infants  

5,240 

Re-visits  to  infants  according  to  age  : — 

Under  one  year  

1,695 

One  to  two  years  

1,202 

T wo  to  three  years  \ 

Three  to  four  years  r 

2,353 

Four  to  five  years  J 

Ophthalmia  : — 

Primary  

3 

Re-visits  

7 

Special  visits  

112 

WELFARE  CENTRES 

Primary  Attendances  Total 

of  Infants  Attendances 


Sessions 

Under 

1—5 

Under 

1—5 

Centre 

held 

1 year 

years 

1 year 

years 

Cannock 

48 

148 

26 

2,016 

628 

Hednesford 

49 

189 

23 

2,394 

1,019 

Chadsmoor 

49 

*75 

. 23 

2,693 

7" 

Heath  Hayes  48 

81 

4 

1,262 

416 

Totals 

194 

593 

76 

8,365 

2,774 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


\ 


Changes  were  made  in  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  when  an 
additional  one  was  formed  at  Hednesford. 

.Three  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  now  held,  one  at  Hednesford 
every  Thursday  morning,  one  at  Cannock  and  another  at  Chads- 
moor  on  alternate  Friday  mornings. 


Hednesford 

Primary  Attendances  ... 

128 

Re-attendances  

430 

Post-natal  

6 

Total  attendances 

558 

No.  of  Sessions  

30 

Average  No.  per  Session 

*9 

No.  of  Cases  referred  to 
Consultant 

10 

No.  of  ante-natal  cases 
referred  to  Consult- 
ant by  Private  Prac- 
titioners   — 

Patients  showing  abnor- 
malities   55 


Chadsmoor 

Cannock 

Total 

245 

121 

494 

815 

423 

1,668 

8 

2 

16 

1,060 

544 

2,162 

46 

26 

102 

23 

21 

— 

J3 

11 

34 

16 

103 

58 

216 

The  Dentist  holds  one  special  session  per  week  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 


The  Dentist  reports  : — 

1 15  new  patients  were  seen  at  the  special  clinic  for  mothers. 
392  total  visits  were  made,  of  which  54  were  purely  for  examination 
and  advice. 
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Treatment  Given 


Extractions  402 

General  Anaesthetics  given 60 

Scaling 46 

Sundry  operations  ...  .’. 19 

Patients  fitted  with  dentures  36 

Repairs  6 

Visits  for  construction  of  Dentures  and 

Repairs  178 

Pre-school  children  referred  to  the  dentist  by  Medical  Officers 
and  Health  Visitors  are  examined  and  treated  if  necessary,  at 
sessions  held  by  him  on  Saturday  mornings. 

He  reports : — 

25  pre-school  children  attended,  when  the  following  work 
was  carried  out : — 


Extractions 
General  Anaesthetics 
Other  operations 
Advice  to  parents 


26 

8 

19 
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INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

Six  children  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A 
total  of  62  visits  were  made  throughout  the  year  to  all  the  children 
on  the  register.  There  were  four  new  cases  admitted  to  the  register, 
two  of  whom  were  returned  to  their  parents  and  two  were  legally 
adopted,  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  those  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year  some  attained  the  age  of  nine  or  left  the 
districts  to  their  parents  or  to  a home.  No  adverse  report  was 
received  on  any  of  the  children  or  the  homes  visited. 


BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN 


One  visit  was  paid  to  a child  at  the  request  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Authority. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 


Seven  cases  were  notified  but  one  notification  was  withdrawn. 
Three  were  removed  to  hospital.  All  recovered  satisfactorily. 

All  cases  needing  institutional  treatment  are  admitted  to  the 
Women’s  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  five  fatal  cases,  with  a maternal  mortality  rate 
of  6.14.  They  were  : — 

(a)  A woman  of  24,  admitted  to  the  Women’s  Hospital  as 
she  was  developing  toxaemic  jaundice.  She  went  into  premature 
labour  and  after  delivery  her  condition  deteriorated  and  she  died  of 
acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver. 

(b)  A woman  of  34,  admitted  to  an  institution  for  confine- 
ment, died  of  (1)  haemorrhage,  (2)  placenta  praevia. 

(c)  A woman  of  30,  seen  by  a specialist,  was  advised  confine- 
ment at  hospital  because  her  previous  child  had  been  born  eight  years 
previously  by  Caesarean  Section.  Caesarean  Section  was  performed, 
from  which  she  died  of  shock. 

(d)  A woman  of  31,  was  confined  at  home.  After  confine- 
ment she  died  suddenly  of  pulmonary  thrombosis. 

(e)  A woman  of  26,  was  confined  at  home  but  died  from 
(1)  Obstetric  Shock,  (2)  Retained  placenta. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  premature  birth,  congenital 
malformation  and  birth  injuries,  which  together  accounted  for  30 
deaths. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  Birth  Rate  (B.R.),  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  (I.M.R.)  and  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (M.M.R.) 
for  the  past  50  years,  where  available  : — 
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BIRTH  RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  RATES  AVAILABLE  FOR  PAST  50  YEARS 


YEAR 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Birth  Rates 

41 

35.45 

38.45 

38 

43.4 

38.5 

37.2 

40.8 

37 

38.2 

I.M.  Rates 

144 

164 

112 

177 

143 

145 

160 

132 

125 

138 

M.M.  Rates 

... 

... 

... 

5.64 

8.96 

7 14 

t 

... 

... 

YEAR 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1^12 

1913 

1914 

Birth  Rates 

37.3 

37 

33.7 

39 

35.4 

35.18 

33.5 

31  5 

32  7 

32.6 

I.M.  Rates 

141 

121 

123 

127 

131 

97 

145 

121 

129 

129 

M.M.  Rates 

14.49 

3.25 

5.93 

1.97 

3.26 

5 26 

8.35 

3.29 

6.12 

8.33 

YEAR 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Birth  Rates 

30  3 

27.6 

26.9 

26.6 

22  7 

23.3 

29.7 

26 

25 

25.5 

I.M.  Rates 

99 

91.5 

98 

124 

84 

87 

104 

85 

84  8 

81.2 

M.M.  Rates 

2.17 

3.35 

2.31 

3.49 

5.04 

4.07 

4.24 

3.58 

82 

4.66 

YEAR 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1922 

1933 

1934 

Birth  Rates 

23.2 

21.07 

20.6 

21.8 

19.6 

20.2 

19.3 

19.3 

18.06 

18.2 

I.M.  Rates 

84.8 

88.5 

85.6 

58.9 

70.7 

58  6 

90.6 

69  5 

71.7 

82.9 

M.M.  Rates 

3.6 

5.2 

2.6 

3.8 

2.88 

1.39 

2.97 

2.96 

3. OS 

5.8 

YEAR 

1935 

1936 

1937 

19:8 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Birth  Rates 

15.6 

17.7 

19.1 

18.02 

16.6 

18.4 

19.3 

31.44 

21.15 

21.38 

I.M.  Rates 

88.6 

83.8 

54.3 

58.9 

63.5 

(5  9 

75.4 

52.0 

44.27 

54.23 

M.M.  Rates 

3.4 

1.4 

4.1 

4.3 

3.00 

2.16  j 

1.27 

8.75 

1.27 

6.14 

12 


It  can  be  seen  that  definite  improvements  have  been  made, 
especially  in  the  preservation  of  life  of  infants.  Thus  of  793  live 
births  this  year,  there  were  43  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age.  If  there  had  been  the  same  rate  of  mortality  as  there  was  50 
years  ago  in  1895,  there  would  have  been  114  deaths  under  one  year, 
81  more  than  there  were. 

Premature  Children 

Records  are  now  being  kept  of  all  children  whose  birth  weight 
is  5^-  pounds  or  under.  Where  it  is  considered  necessary  to  admit 
any  to  an  institution,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the 
Walsall  Authority  to  admit  them  to  the  Manor  Hospital. 

This  Authority,  having  no  Maternity  Home  or  institution, 
has  to  rely  on  other  Authorities  for  assistance  in  such  cases.  It  is 
proposed  to  purchase  any  necessary  equipment  for  the  conveyance 
of  premature  children  to  hospital  or  institution.  One  mother  with 
premature  twins  was  admitted  to  the  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall. 
The  records  of  birth  weights  were  kept  from  June  onwards,  and 
since  then  fourteen  “premature  children”  were  born,  one  of  whom 
died  within  a month  of  its  birth  after  surviving  the  first  few  days. 

Illegitimate  Children 

This  Authority,  in  conjunction  with  other  Authorities,  has 
the  assistance  of  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral 
Welfare  to  deal  with  illegitimate  children.  Since  September,  they 
dealt  satisfactorily  with  two  cases  and  were  dealing  with  others  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  Council  have  made  arrangements  with 
the  County  Public  Assistance  Authority  for  admission  of  such  cases 
to  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  for  confinement. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Seven  were  notified,  one  of  whom  was  removed  to  hospital 
and  six  treated  at  home.  Thev  all  recovered  without  any  damage 
to  their  eyes. 

TREATMENT  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE 

227  children  were  referred  to  special  clinics  and  attended  as 
follows: — Squint,  9;  Orthopaedic,  148;  aural  defects,  45;  dental,  25. 
Most  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic  cases  were  for  actinotherapy. 
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WAR-TIME  NURSERIES 


The  three  war-time  nurseries  functioned  very  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year  with  undoubted  benefit  to  the  children  attend- 
ing  regularly.  In  addition,  the  probationers  have  been  trained  and, 
at  the  time  of  going  to  press,  four  had  obtained  their  nursery  nurses' 
certificates. 

The  excellent  results  obtained  at  these  nurseries  prove  the 
need  for  their  permanent  establishment.  It  has  been  suggested  t 
their  primary  function,  to  relieve  mothers  to  go  to  work,  will  soon 
be  over  and  that  these  nurseries  will  be  closed.  The  manner  in 
which  the  children  have  benefited  by  attending  the  nurseries  should 
be  sufficient  reason  for  maintaining  these  or  similar  nurseries,  and 
the  welfare  of  the  future  generation  should  now  become  the  primary 
function  of  the  nurseries  and  not  the  relieving  of  mothers  to  seek 
work,  though  relief  to  mothers  should  also  be  an  important  factor. 
The  costs  of  taking  over  the  nurseries  and  the  equipment,  as  well  as 
tne  running  costs,  would  involve  an  increase  in  the  local  rates,  and 
with  the  knowledge  of  other  future  essential  developments  such  r s 
housing,  the  Council  will  have  to  decide  whether  it  is  prepared  to 
maintain  a nursery  or  nurseries  to  continue  the  present  service. 

HEALTH  PROPAGANDA 

This  was  carried  on  with  posters  and  pamphlets,  etc.,  as  in 
past  years.  During  the  year  a series  of  lectures  on  “Sex  and  Person- 
ality’’ with  films,  were  held  at  Cannock  and  Hednesford  for  young 
men  and  women  through  the  help  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  These  were  well 
attended  and  appreciated.  In  addition,  talks  on  Diet  and  Nutrition  ' 
by  members  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  were  arranged  for  mothers  and 
the  Nursing  Staff. 


SECTION  C — Sanitary  Circumstances 

WATER 

All  dwellings,  factories,  etc.,  within  the  area  are  supplied  with 
water  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  following  houses  : — 

Two  houses  obtain  water  from  wells. 

Fourteen  houses  have  an  internal  water  supply  and  obtain  it 
from  a nearby  colliery. 
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Three  houses,  which  are  in  a clearance  area,  obtain  water  from 
a standpipe,  the  water  being  supplied  by  the  South  Stafford- 
shire Waterworks  Co. 

One  farm  which  obtained  a piped  supply  from  a spring, 
which  showed  sewage  pollution,  is  now  supplied  by  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co. 

The  Waterworks  Company  kindly  send  a chemical  and 
bacteriological  report  on  the  water  at  their  Cannock  depot.  In 
addition,  six  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 


The  following  is  a typical  report  on  sample  of  water  supplied 
by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  : — 

PARTS  PER 

Chemical — 

100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  2i2°F 

31.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Albuminoid  

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen  

0.75 

Chlorine  

3-1 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  8o°F 

Nil 

Appearance  

*..  Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination 

None 

pH  Value  

7-3 

Hardness  before  boiling  

...  13.8° 

Hardness  after  boiling  

...  6.5° 

Temporary  Hardness  

...  7.30 

Bacteriological — 

Count.  On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours 

incubation  at  37 °c  2 colonies  per  ml. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours 
incubation  at  20— 22°c 5 colonies  per  ml. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (pre- 
sumptive coli)  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  2y0c  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Samples  from  the  wells  and  the  colliery  supply  showed  bac- 
teriological (not  chemical),  evidence  of  some  remote  sewage  pollu- 
tion. The  owners  of  the  houses  as  well  as  the  tenants  were  notified 
and  all  those  supplied  were  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  using  it 
for  culinary  and  drinking  purposes.  It  is  possible  that  these  houses 
may  be  supplied  with  water  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Co.  in  the  coming  year. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Part  of  a main  foul  sewer  was  threatened  with  serious  mining 
subsidence,  and  320  1.  yards  of  an  alternative  foul  sewer  were  laid. 
The  Council  will  have  to  give  due  consideration  to  the  future  of  the 
sewage  works  in  view  of  the  proposals  for  housing.  The  works  at 
Bridgtown  are  working  at  present  to  their  full  capacity,  sometimes, 
I am  informed,  above  their  capacity.  If  more  houses  are  to  be 
built,  the  present  sewage  works  will  not  be  sufficient  and  will  need 
extension.  This  should  be  done  as  soon  as,  if  not  before,  any  new 
houses  are  built. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Six  samples  of  river  water  were  taken  and  one  watercourse 
was  found  unsatisfactory  due  to  effluents  from  two  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  Authorities  concerned  were  informed.  The  Council’s 
own  sewage  works  were  working  above  their  capacity  during  certain 
periods  of  the  year  and  were  partly  responsible  for  unsatisfactory 
effluents  for  short  periods. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


End  of  1943 

End  of  1944 

Water  Closets 

10,300 

10,713 

Waste  Water  Closets 

348 

27 

Dustbins 

9,487 

9*4^7 

Privies  

10 

8 

Privy  Ashpits 

4 

3 

Privy  Pans 

155 

155 

Dry  Ashpits 

— 

— 

A great  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  number  of  waste 
water  closets,  so  that  only  27  now  remain.  Ten  years  ago  there  were 
136  privies,  100  privy  ashpits,  444  dry  ashpits  and  623  waste  water 
closets  in  the  district. 


OFFICES 

24  visits  were  paid  to  various  offices  in  the  district  where 
sanitary  accommodation  were  found  satisfactory. 

CAMPING  SITES 

The  only  camping  site  in  the  district  is  the  Boy  Scouts’  Camp 
at  Beaudesert  Park.  This  has  satisfactory  water  supply  and  sanitary 
accommodation  and  the  premises  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen  under 
the  control  of  the  Surveyor. 

. Tipping  sites  available  at  present  are  : Heath  Hayes,  which 
will  probably  last  two  years;  Littleworth  Clayhole,  will  last  many 
years;  Hednesford  Park  tip  will  be  completed  in  about  a year; 
Brindley  Heath  tip  will  last  about  a year;  Green  Heath  Road  tip 
will  be  finished  in  less  than  a year;  bodi  Princess  Street  tip  and 
Hawkes  Green  tip  will  last  about  18  months. 

It  can  be  seen  that  by  the  end  of  1945  most  of  the  tips  will  be 
completed.  By  the  end  of  1946  only  the  Littleworth  Clayhole  will 
be  available  for  tipping  for  the  whole  district  unless  the  Council 
obtains  other  sites  in  the  near  future.  This  problem  is  an  urgent 
one,  which  needs  the  Council’s  consideration  and  decision  during 
the  coming  year. 

SCABIES  AND  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

All  cases  of  scabies  or  verminous  persons  found  or  brought  to 
our  notice  were  either  treated  by  members  of  the  staff  or  advised 
regarding  treatment. 

Scabies  has  been  treated  by  the  application  of  Benzyl  Benzoate 
and  head  lice  with  lethane  oil.  Treatment  for  children  and  adults 
has  been  carried  out  at  the  Cannock,  Chadsmoor  and  Hednesford 
clinics.  The  Education  Committee  employs  a lady  who  examines 
all  school  children  and  cleanses  all  children  found  verminous  if  it 
cannot  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  at  home.  Infested  houses  and 
clothing  were  dealt  with,  as  in  past  years,  by  members  of  the 
Sanitary  department,  as  reported  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
All  treatments  were  carried  out  free  of  charge. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

1. — The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  : — 


(1)  Housing  Inspections  ... 

22 

(2)  District  Inspections 

3036 

Inspection  of  Bakehouses  

81 

„ „ Common  Lodging  Houses 

52 

„ „ Cowsheds  

215 

„ „ Dairies  

227 

,,  „ Milk  Shops  

46 

17 

Inspection  of  Milk  Bars  .. 
,,  ,,  Milk  Floats 


,,  Restaurant  Kitchens 
„ Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

„ Shops  

„ Meat  Shops 
„ Grocers  Shops 
„ Slaughter  Houses 
„ Meat  Distribution  Centre 

,,  Markets  

„ Factories  

„ Knacker’s  Yard  ... 

„ School  Sanitary  Conveniences 
„ Public  Conveniences 
,,  Works  for  abatement  of  nuisances  ... 

„ Works  for  abatement  of  housing  repairs 
,,  Complaints  investigated 

„ Cinemas  

„ Water  Courses 

>>  Tips  

„ Living  Vans 
„ Sewage  Disposal  Works 
,,  Pit-Head  Baths 
„ Canal  Boats — Wharves 
„ School  Air-Raid  Shelters 
„ Camping  Grounds 
„ Mortuaries 

„ Making-up  Rooms  (Food) 

,,  Ministry  of  Food  Depots 

„ Canteens  

„ Premises  under  Rats  & Mice  Destruction  A 
„ Fishmongers 
„ Meat  Stalls 
„ Offices  


3 

51 

36 

37 
200 

956 

520 

151 

208 

312 

63 

65 

30 

44 

1465 

512 

182 

7 

26 

l3 

9 

6 

7 

30 

22 

6 

12 

216 

46 

r7 

196 

93 

260 

24 


2. — The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year 


Informal  231 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  ^4 27 

y>  33  33  33  33  33  93 41 

„ Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  66 12 

>>  >>  >5  9 •••  8 
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3. — Result  of  Service 


Number  of  Nuisances  abated 123 

Notices  not  complied  with  2 

OUTWORKERS 

Three  notices  were  received  during  the  year. 

BAKEHOUSES 


Windows  cleansed  2 

Doors  cleansed  2 

Floors  cleansed  3 

Apparatus  cleansed  3 

Yards  cleansed  2 

Electric  light  provided  in  Sanitary  Accommodation  1 


SECTION  D— Housing 

No  houses  were  built  either  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by 
private  e itcrprise. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES 

Twenty-two  houses  were  inspected,  all  of  which  were  damp 
but  clean  and  not  overcrowded.  The  number  of  persons  per  house 
was  3.86,  with  1.2  rooms  per  person,  or  84  persons  to  102  rooms  (41 
living  rooms  and  61  sleeping  rooms). 

Further  statistics  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

OVERCROWDING 

No.  of  cases  on  books  at  end  of  year 31 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with  59 

No.  of  overcrowded  cases  abated  : — 

From  Council  Houses  2 

From  Private  Houses  26 

No.  of  new  cases  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

during  1944 15 


SECTION  E — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
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SECTION  F — Infectious  Diseases 


DIPHTHERIA 

42  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  82  in  the  previous 
year.  There  were  three  fatal  cases,  none  of  whom  had  been  immun- 
ised. 34  clinical  diphtheria  and  2 carriers  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Immunisation 

During  the  year  499  children  under  five  and  140  children 
between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age  were  immunised. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  approximately 
96%  of  the  children  between  5 and  15  had  been  immunised  and 
55%  of  those  under  five.  As  children  under  one  are  not  immunised, 
approximately  70%  of  children  between  one  and  five  have  been 
immunised. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

108  cases  were  notified,  149  less  than  last  year.  37  were  re- 
moved to  hospital  and  there  were  no  fatal  cases. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS 

One  case  was  notified  who  was  removed  to  hospital  but  was 
found  to  be  a case  of  broncho-pneumonia. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

No  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified. 

PNEUMONIA 

13  cases  of  primary  Pneumonia  were  notified.  There  were 
12  fatal  cases. 


MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

33  cases  of  Measles  and  84  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases  from  Measles,  while  there  were  three 
deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. 

CANCER 

Cancer  accounted  for  64  deaths,  14  more  than  in  the  previous 

tear. 

J 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases  Notified 

Total 

Deaths 

3 

0 

H 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 — 1 

1—5 

... 

... 

i 

2 

3 

... 

1 

1 

2 

5—15 

3 

... 

... 

2 

5 

... 

15—25 

4 

7 

3 

1 

15 

1 

1 

2 

25—35 

2 

5 

1 

... 

8 

2 

2 

1 

5 

35—45 

4 

1 

... 

. . . 

5 

3 

3 

45—55 

2 

1 

... 

... 

3 

2 

... 

1 

3 

55—65 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

2 

65  & up 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Total 

16 

14 

5 

6 

41 

9 

6 

3 

, ■” 
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There  were  15  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  6 less 
than  the  previous  year,  and  3 from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  same  number  of  male  pul- 
monary cases  were  notified  as  in  previous  year,  but  4 more  females. 
The  same  number  of  non-pulmonary  cases  were  notified  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

193  males,  and  82  females,  a total  of  275,  were  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  36  primary  and  482  re-visits. 
Sleeping  accommodation  of  the  pulmonary  cases  visited; 

95  cases  were  being  visited  : — 

Patients  having  a bedroom  to  themselves 50 

Patients  occupying  a separate  bed  but  sharing  a bedroom  7 

Patients  sharing  a bed  with  others 38 

44  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  being  visited,  one  with 
an  open  sinus. 

Number  having  own  bedroom  30 

Number  having  own  bed  but  sharing  bedroom 2 

Number  sharing  bed 12 

Notices  of  admissions  to  Institutions  were  received  as  follows : 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  8 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 8 

Himley  Sanatorium  2 

Standon  Hall  Sanatorium  7 

Kinver  Sanatorium  - 3 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1944 


Males 

Females 

I.  Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 ) . Whooping  Cough  

1 

2 

5.  Diphtheria  

2 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

9 

6 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  

1 

— 

9.  Influenza  

3 

— 

io.  Measles  

— 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalti.is  

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph  (M) 

Uterus  (F)  . 

5 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

10 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

6 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

27 

1 1 

17.  Diabetes  

1 

4 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

12 

16 

19.  Heart  Disease 

36 

30 

20.  Other  diseases  of  Circ.  System  

M 

10 

21.  Bronchitis  

8 

7 

22.  Pneumonia  

6 

6 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

7 

— 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

— 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ...  

2 

2 

26.  Appendicitis  

— 

— 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

2 

4 

28.  Nephritis  

6 

7 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

1 

30.  Other  Maternal  causes  

— 

4 

31.  Premature  Births  

13 

7 

32.  Congenital  Malformation,  birth  inj.,  infant 

dis 

7 

3 

33.  Suicide  

4 

1 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  

4 

2 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  

6 

5 

36.  All  other  causes  

» 1 

34 

27 

Totals 

-2  5 

!<7 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gendemen, 

I herewith  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1944. 

NUISANCES  AND  OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH 

Foul  drains,  water  closets,  cesspools,  sinks,  urinals 337 

Insufficient  water  closets  and  drains 68 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  offensive  matter  ...  16 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 31 

Dirty  dwelling  houses  19 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repairs  106 

Dwelling  houses  overcrowded 31 

Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  during  the 

year  380 

Number  of  Notices  served  «..  379 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  93, 

P.H.A.,  1936  ...  41 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  44, 

P.H.A.,  1936  127 

PRINCIPAL  STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 

316  Water  closets  substituted  for  316  waste  water  closets. 

4 Waste  water  closets  dispensed  with. 

1 Water  closet  substituted  for  1 Privy. 

1 Privy  and  Privy  Ashpit  dispensed  with. 

354  Dustbins  substituted  for  354  worn-out  dustbins. 

13  New  drain  inspection  chambers. 

9 Drain  ventilating  shafts. 

1627  Yards  of  new  glazed  stoneware  drains  laid  on  145  premises, 

8 New  water  closet  pedestal  pans  fitted. 

9 New  flushing  apparatus  fitted  to  water  closets, 

5 Water  closets  cleared. 

39  Drains  cleared. 
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8 New  inspection  chamber  covers. 

5.  Inspection  chambers  repaired. 

30  Water  closets  put  in  order. 

3 Drains  repaired. 

7 Water  closet  flushing  apparatus  repaired. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

During  the  year  great  improvements  were  carried  out  in  the 
sanitary  accommodation  in  the  various  properties  in  the  area.  316 
waste  water  closets  were  dispensed  with  and  316  fresh  water  closets 
provided.  It  was  necessary  only  on  four  lots  of  property,  comprising 
12  houses,  to  carry  out  the  work  in  owners’  default. 

There  are  now  only  eight  privies  left  in  the  area;  two  of  these 
are  on  property  which  has  been  dealt  with  by  means  of  the  Housing 
Act,  the  remaining  six  are  in  various  properties  in  the  district  where 
there  is  no  sewer. 

Dustbins  are  supplied  to  properties  under  the  Council’s  Dust- 
bin Scheme  and  354  bins  were  supplied  to  replace  worn-out  bins 
during  the  year.  The  position  as  regards  dustbins  is  much  similar 
to  what  it  was  in  the  previous  year;  they  can  only  be  obtained  by  a 
licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  difficulties  are  often 
met  with  in  the  long  delay  in  the  delivery  of  bins  from  the  manu- 
facturers. 

PUBLIC  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


These  conveniences  are  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  area, 
also  in  the  Playing  Fields  and  Parks.  The  Council  engage  a work- 
man to  visit  these  places  daily  for  the  purpose  of  washing  and 
cleaning. 

It  is  with  regret  that  it  is  often  found  that  some  of  these 
conveniences  are  mis-used  and  damaged  by  certain  people  who 
have  no  respect  for  the  conveniences  that  are  provided  for  their  own 
convenience,  and  it  would  be  well  if  one  or  two  of  these  people  were 
caught  and  made  an  example  of  for  damaging,  and  causing  incon- 
venience to  other  people. 


SCHOOL  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

All  the  conveniences  at  the  Schools  are  of  a modern  type. 
Frequent  inspections  are  made,  and  they  are  found  to  be  in  a clean 
condition. 

All  defects  and  other  matters  found  are  reported  to  the  Direc- 
tor of  Education. 
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AIR-RAID  SHELTERS 


These  premises  are  visited  frequently.  The  sanitary  accom- 
modation consists  of  chemical  closets.  It  is  often  found  that  the 
floors  and  seats  of  the  conveniences  are  fouled,  and  in  many  cases 
damage  is  done.  The  workman  employed  by  the  Council  cleans 
these  premises  frequently. 


SCHOOL  AIR-RAID  SHELTERS 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  these  places  are  of  a chemical 
c’oset  type  and  they  are  inspected  and  cleansed  by  workmen  of  the 
Public  Health  (Sanitary)  Department  very  frequently.  The  condi- 
tions found  are  favourable  compared  with  other  conveniences  in 
the  district. 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS, 

1920  TO  1939 
Section  2 (2)  of  Act,  1920 

One  application  was  received  from  a tenant  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Acts,  and  was  considered  in  a report  submitted,  and  a 
certificate  was  granted. 


HOUSES  IMPROVED 


Houses  re-spouted 30 

Houses  re-pointed  or  cemented 13 

Roofs  repaired  36 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  207 

Chimneys  repaired 3 

New  wood  floors  and  wood  floors  repaired  16 

Quarry  and  brick  floors  repaired  ...  - 10 

New  firegrates  fitted  or  repaired 13 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  sashcords  & fasteners  fitted  145 

New  doors  and  doors  repaired 23 

New  sinks  fitted  or  repaired  7 

Coppers  and  fireboxes  repaired 20 

Yards  paved 1 

Burst  water  service  pipes  repaired  12 

Stairs  (treads  and  risers)  repaired 6 

Staircases  lighted  6 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  128 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  384 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

heading (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  22 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  77 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  to  be  not 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  124 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  : 106 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  26 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  it  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943 

The  work  has  proceeded  in  a most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
the  first  job  to  be  dealt  with  were  foul  sewer  manholes  and 
storm  water  sewer  manholes.  There  were  709  manholes  on  the  foul 
sewers  inspected  and  23  manholes  were  found  to  be  Hooded;  the 
remaining  686  manholes  were  pre-baited  with  sausage  rusks  and  the 
takes  amounted  to  52.  These  52  manholes  were  then  poison-baited 
with  sausage  rusks  and  zinc  phosphide  and  in  30  manholes  there 
were  good  takes  and  in  8 there  were  small  takes. 

The  second  treatment  took  place  in  October,  1944.  37  man- 
holes were  inspected  and  37  pre-baited;  in  this  case  17  takes  were 
found  and  in  these  17  manholes  sausage  rusks  and  zinc  phosphide 
was  used  as  a poison  bait  and  5 takes  were  found.  248  manholes  on 
the  storm  water  sewers  were  inspected,  and  each  manhole  was  pre- 
baited.  17  pre-baits  were  taken,  and  these  were  later  poison-baited 
with  sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide  and  in  each  case  the  poison 
baits  were  taken. 

Three  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  six  House  Refuse  Tips 
are  inspected  and  treated  periodically.  14  rivers  and  streams  have 
been  inspected  and  the  banks  of  the  streams  have  been  dealt  with. 
Three  Collieries  have  been  inspected  and  the  chief  point  of  infesta- 
tion was  found  to  be  near  to  the  stables  where  horse  corn  is  kept. 
One  factory  where  slaughter-house  waste  matter  is  dealt  with  has 
been  a very  large  reservoir  infestation.  In  this  case  it  has  been 
necessary  to  use  arsenic  and  zinc  phosphide  and  in  certain  places  on 
the  works  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Ga^  was  used,  the  results  being  most 
successful. 
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196  dwelling,  houses  have  been  visited  following  complaints 
of  rats  seen  on  or  near  the  premises.  In  these  cases  it  was  found 
that  the  chief  trouble  was  due  to  person's  keeping  fowls  or  pigs  and 
food  was  lying  about  the  fowl  pens  and  pigsties.  In  each  case  the 
occupier  was  advised  to  remove  all  surplus  food  from  the  pens  or 
sties  and  all  feeding  stuffs  to  be  kept  in  galvanised  bins  fitted  with 
suitable  lids. 

Four  farm  premises  were  inspected  and  found  to  have  major 
infestations.  These  were  reported  to  the  War  Agricultural  Execu- 
tive Committee,  who  later  sent  an  official  to  deal  with  the  premises. 

The  number  of  rats  destroyed  is  large  and  the  work  has  been 
carried  out  with  care  and  diligence.  The  Rodent  Operator  who  was 
appointed  during  the  year  takes  a great  interest  in  his  work  and  is 
anxious  to  obtain  good  results. 

LIVING  VANS  AND  TENTS 

Inspections  are  made  of  the  various  living  vans  and  tents  in 
the  area,  and  in  each  case  the  premises  have  been  found  to  be  satis- 
factory as  regards  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


December,  1944 


Licenced  Slaughter-houses 

. . . 

25 

Visits  to  Meat  Shops 

956 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  

... 

151 

TOTAL— UNSOUND  FOOD 

Weight  lbs. 

Bovines — Tuberculosis 

,,, 

28 

Pigs — Tuberculosis  ... 

... 

864 

Pigs— Other  Diseases  

. . . 

220 

Sheep 

. . . 

160 

Other  Foods 

... 

8440} 

Total 

... 

97I2i 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

462 

24  i 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

The  number  of  Slaughter-houses,  Butchers’  Shops  and  Meal 
Stalls  in  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 

Slaughter-houses  25 

Butchers’  Shops  47 

Meat  Stalls  q 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,  MEAT  SHOPS  AND  MEAT  VANS 

There  has  been  no  slaughtering  of  animals  intended  for 
human  consumption  taking  place  in  any  slaughter-house  in  this  area 
since  January,  1940,  with  the  exception  of  pigs  slaughtered  for 
private  owners,  in  which  the  carcase  and  organs  were  for  their  own 
consumption. 

412  pigs  were  inspected  after  slaughter,  where  a licence  to 
slaughter  had  been  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  It  was  neces- 
sary in  1 1 cases  to  condemn  either  the  carcase,  pan  of  the  carcase  or 
certain  organs  which  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion. 

The  bulk  meat  supply  for  this  area  is  sent  from  the  Govern- 
ment Slaughter-house  at  Walsall  to  the  Meat  Distribution  Centre 
at  Cannock.  The  meat  and  offals  are  inspected  on  arrival  and  a 
small  amount  of  offal  had  to  be  condemned. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  at  meat  shops,  making-up 

rooms,  restaurants  and  kitchens,  and  all  these  premises  were 
found  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Meat  Stalls. — These  stalls  are  situated  in  the  open  Market 
Places  at  Cannock  and  Hednesford.  Each  one  is  inspected  when 
open,  which  is  usually  twice  a week,  and  they  have  been  found  '.o 
be  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 

TABLE  FROM  CIRCULAR  No.  1650 

No  records  are  kept  in  regard  to  this  Circular,  because  no 
slaughter-houses  are  used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  intended  for 
sale  for  human  consumption. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT.  1933 

m 

Three  new  licences  were  granted  to  persons  employed  in  the 
meat  trade  and  53  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year. 
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KNACKER’S  YARD 


These  premises  are  situated  on  the  extreme  border  of  our 
district  in  the  Bridgtown  Ward.  They  are  visited  very  frequently 
and  the  slaughter-chamber  and  the  hide-house  have  been  found  in  a 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  area; 
these  premises  are  always  found  to  be  very  clean. 

Number  of  visits  52 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 

CONTROLLED  BY  BY-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS  AND 
UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION 


Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 50 

Purveyors  of  milk  from  other  districts  selling  milk  in  this  area  39 

Bakehouses 20 

Slaughter-houses  ...  25 

Butchers’  Shops  42 

Meat  Stalls  9 

Fried  Fish  Shops  55 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

Mortuaries  .,.  ...  2 

Knacker’s  Yard  1 

Common  Lodging  House 1 

Factories  ...  78 


CANAL  BOATS 

No  registered  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
The  boats  passing  through  our  canals  in  this  area  were  chiefly  coal 
boats. 


MOTOR  AMBULANCES 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  disposed  of  the 
Morris  Motor  Ambulance  which  had  been  in  commission  since 
1926  and  purchased  a new  Austin  Ambulance.  The  Council  still 
have  two  motor  ambulances.  During  the  year  932  cases  of  sickness 
or  accidents  were  removed  to  hospital;  the  number  of  miles  regis- 
tered for  these  journeys  was  19632,  or  21.06  miles  per  journey. 
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On  74  occasions  both  ambulances  were  out  at  the  same  time. 

Both  ambulances  and  their  equipment  are  adequately  disin- 
fected and  cleansed  after  each  journey.  In  each  ambulance  there  is 
a full  complement  of  First-Aid  requisites. 

PISH  FRIERS 

The  number  of  fish  friers  in  the  area  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
viz.,  55.  These  premises  are  visited  frequently  and  inspection  is 
made  of  the  premises,  the  stoves  and  the  part  of  the  premises  where 
fish  is  cleaned  and  prepared  for  cooking.  These  premises  generally 
were  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Each  shop  has  a 
modern  or  up  to  date  stove. 

DISINFESTATION 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  3 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  disinfested  3 

The  number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  14 

The  number  of  other  houses  disinfested 14 

All  these  houses  have  been  treated  with  an  insecticidal  fluid, 
and  all  bedding  and  soft  furnishings  from  these  houses  were  dealt 
with  by  means  of  steam  disinfection.  The  whole  of  the  work  was 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  (Sanitary)  Department. 

STEAM  DISINFECTOR 

The  steam  disinfector  at  the  Council’s  Depot  was  used  for 
disinfecting  873  articles. 

Number  of  days  disinfector  in  use  ...  82 

Gas  masks  disinfected 150 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Ices  and  Ice  Cream 

52  premises  are  registered  to  prepare  and  to  sell  ices  and  ice 
cream  in  the  area;  no  ices  or  ice  cream  have  been  made  during  the 
year. 


Sausages 

Two  samples  of  sausages  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis;  the  samples  complied  with  the  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders, 
1941,  Section  3. 
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MILK 


There  are  29  registered  Milk  Producers  on  the  Register;  these 
are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 

Wholesalers 14 

Wholesalers  and  Retailers 6 

Retailers  9 

The  number  of  milking  cows  kept  is  356,  or  an  average  of 
12  cows  per  farm.  These  29  milk  producers  consist  of  one  Tuber- 
culin Tested  producer,  12  producers  with  Accredited  Licences,  and 
26  producers  of  ordinary  raw  milk.  There  are  50  dairies  and  milk 
shops  in  the  area,  also  39  retail  producers  of  milk  who  deliver  in 
this  area  but  whose  premises  are  outside  this  area. 

Where  unsatisfactory  milk  sample  reports  are  received,  fur- 
ther samples  are  taken  at  the  time  of  milking  when  the  producer  is 
one  who  is  within  our  own  area.  On  certain  occasions  samples  of 
churn  washings  have  also  been  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the 
trouble  may  have  been  due  to  the  churns  not  having  been  properly 
washed  and  sterilized.  This  particular  class  of  work  takes  up  a con- 
siderable amount  of  time,  because  the  cowsheds  are  visited  during 
the  early  morning  before  milking  commences  so  that  observations 
may  be  made  on  the  methods  used  in  the  production  and  the 
handling  of  the  milk;  also  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  cow- 
sheds before  milking  takes  place. 

During  the  year  three  producers  have  installed  a sterilizing 
chest;  one  was  to  be  operated  by  a boiler  and  two  were  to  be 
electrically  operated. 

The  milk  producers  in  this  area  are  advised  on  all  matters  in 
the  production  of  clean  milk,  and  they  are  also  advised  to  instal  a 
sterilizing  chest.  The  majority  of  the  farmers  have  now  installed 
one,  but  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  delay  is  due  to  the  manufacturers, 
as  the  demand  is  greater  than  the  supply. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  three  farms;  in  one 
case  a new  shed  to  house  13  cows  was  provided;  in  the  second  case 
the  cowshed  was  enlarged  to  accommodate  six  more  cows,  and  in 
the  third  case  a cowshed  was  rebuilt  so  as  to  bring  the  building 
more  up  to  date  as  regards  light,  ventilation  and  construction  of 
the  floor. 
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The  number  of' samples  taken  were  as  follows  : — 


Producers  in  the  area  78 

Producers  from  outside  the  area  ...  2 

Retailers  in  the  area 75 

Retailers  from  outside  the  area  ...  39 


The  results  of  the  examinations  were  : — 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Producers  in  the  area 

60 

18 

Produced  outside  the  area 

2 

0 

Retailers  in  the  area  

68 

7 

Retailers  from  outside  the  area 

30 

9 

Four  samples  of  churn  washings 
tisfactory. 

were  taken 

and  proved 

In  all  cases  where  milk  is  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  the 
same  is  produced  outside  our  own  area,  a letter  and  copy  of  the 
report  is  sent  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  whose  district  the  milk 
was  produced. 

Of  the  16  unsatisfactory  samples  of  milk  taken  from  Retailers, 
the  milk  from  15  samples  was  produced  outside  the  area. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  acidity  test  and  fat 
content. 

The  acidity  tests  varied  from  14^  to  16^;  the  other  results 
proved  genuine. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  ORDER,  1936 

The  following  Licences  have  been  granted  to  sell  the  under- 
mentioned designated  milks : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 

Accredited  1 

Pasteurised  ...  3 
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SCHOOL  MILK  SUPPLY 


The  milk  which  is  supplied  to  the  local  schools  is  under  con- 
tract from  a firm  of  milk  contractors  whose  dairy  is  outside  our 
area.  This  milk  is  Pasteurised. 

66  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  same  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  on  the  same  morning  as 
the  samples  were  obtained.  55  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory;  7 samples  had  a large  bacteriological  count;  in  29 
samples  there  was  presence  of  certain  coliform  organisms,  and  in 
19  samples  there  was  both  a large  bacteriological  count  and  certain 
coliform  organisms.  All  these  samples  passed  the  phosphatase  test 
with  the  exception  jf  7.  Where  samples  of  milk  have  proved  unsat- 
factory,  a letter  and  a copy  of  the  report  received  from  the  Bacter- 
iological Department  was  sent  to  the  contractors  and  the  licensing 
authority  who  granted  the  licence. 

I would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Officials  in  the  area  where 
this  particular  dairy  is  situated  have  given  every  assistance  in  en- 
deavouring to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  milk  being  unsatisfactory 
from  time  to  time. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis;  all  the  samples  proved  genuine. 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1912—1938 

The  work  of  visiting  shops  is  well  maintained,  the  majority 
of  the  shops  closing  early,  usually  about  6 p.m.  Sunday  trading  ' 
is  very  small  and  the  chief  commodities  sold  are  usually  what  is 
permitted  by  the  Act. 

The  registers  of  young  persons  employed  in  the  various  shops 
are  well  maintained. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  are  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  Improvements  have  been  made  at  certain 
premises. 

GAS  DECONTAMINATION  STATION 

These  premises  are  situated  at  a slaughter-house  (disused)  in 
Short  Street,  Blackfords.  The  equipment  is  up  to  date  and  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
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Eight  men  are  in  the  squad  and  practices  take  place  at 
frequent  intervals.  The  premises  are  drained  to  the  sewer,  there 
is  ample  water  supply  and  the  building  is  well  lighted  and  ventil- 
ated; the  yard  is  a large  open  space  paved  with  concrete. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

63  visits  have  been  made  to  various  factories  in  the  area,  and 
improvements  were  made  at  certain  factories  as  regards  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities. 

New  water  closets  18 

Lots  of  washing  facilities  provided  ...  3 

Flushing  apparatus  to  urinal  1 

In  the  bakehouse  section,  walls  and  ceilings  in  the  bakehouses 
have  all  been  limed  and  cleansed,  except  in  certain  cases  where  walls 
and  ceilings  are  painted  and  varnished;  in  these  cases  the  walls 
and  ceilings  are  washed  periodically. 

Three  Outworkers  are  on  the  register.  These  are  employed 
in  making  toys;  each  place  was  visited,  and  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  clean  and  satisfactory. 


CONCLUSION 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  been  well  maintained  and 
every  care  and  attention  has  been  given  to  all  matters. 

The  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods,  also  milk  production 
and  the  distribution  of  milk,  call  upon  us  to  a large  degree.  Meat 
is  very  often  delivered  on  Sundays  and  is  inspected  on  arrival. 

The  work  of  converting  a large  number  of  waste  water 
closets  to  fresh  water  closets  took  up  some  time,  and  this  work  has 
considerably  improved  the  sanitary  state  of  our  area. 

The  work  performed  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act, 
1919,  and  Infestation  Order,  1943,  has  been  very  successful  and  the 
number  of  rats  destroyed  is  very  encouraging. 
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The  Office  .acconjmoclation  i,s  still  a difficult  problem  and  I 
trust  that  the  Committee  will  in  the  near  future  find  more  suitable 
accommodation. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  pay  tribute  to  the  support  given  me 
from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
also  all  the  Members  of  the  Council  who  are  not  on  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Gapper), 
Chief  Officials,  the  staff  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Department,  and 
my  own  Department,  to  whom  I give  my  sincere  thanks. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.  TURNER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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